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Agenda Item 

4 
Assessment Methods 

Objectives of Agenda Item 

To review and discuss the proposed draft, “Assessment Methods”, with a view to approving 
the draft to be released by December 2004. 

 

Background 
 
In November 2002, the Committee considered research proposals from a number of interested 
parties and appointed Prof David Lines and Prof Elizabeth Gammie, of the Robert Gordon 
University, Aberdeen, Scotland to carry out the project.  In August 2003, the researchers 
presented their draft final report to the Committee.  There was general agreement with the 
ideal portfolio approach, coupled with concern as to the practical implications and resource 
constraints which affect the success of implementing such an approach.  The Committee 
agreed more consideration needed to be given to how member bodies could join with 
employers to make the approach workable, and the need for implementation of other valid 
and reliable assessment methods.   
 
In August 2003, the Committee established a group to develop a draft International Education 
Guideline using the Lines and Gammie research as the basis for the document.  An initial 
draft guideline was considered by the Committee in March 2004.  The Committee agreed the 
need for a practical document, which provided practical guidance and best practice examples 
for member bodies, expanding on the work of the research report.  The Committee noted the 
intended approach that the guideline would span all levels of education (both pre-qualification 
and post-qualification) focussing on competences, skills and knowledge.  
 
The Committee discussed and supported the proposed approach of providing a decision 
matrix, posing a series of questions to help member bodies determine the most appropriate 
assessment method(s).  It was also suggested the document include various URLs to 
appropriate websites to assist member bodies, in addition to examples from both a range of 
accountancy bodies and other professions.  The Committee also considered whether the 
document should be issued as a guideline or a discussion paper.  It was agreed the project 
team would continue to work on the basis of a guideline, however noting that decision would 
be reconsidered when reviewing the next draft. 
 

Main Issue 

The main issue for consideration is whether the document should be issued as an International 
Education Guideline (IEG), or an International Education Paper (IEP).  At the initial project  
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identification stage, it was agreed the purpose of this project was to issue an IEG.  However, 
throughout the development process, it was recognized that, depending on the nature of the 
advice contained in the document, there may be a need to first issue an IEP.   

 

IEGs assist in the implementation of generally accepted “good practice” in the education and 
development of professional accountants by providing advice or guidance on how to achieve 
“good practice” or current “best practice”.  IEGs may interpret, illustrate, or expand on 
matters related to International Education Standards (IES).  The Guidelines may also 
recommend practice that is wider or deeper than the practice prescribed in a Standard.  
Alternatively, they may outline commendable methods or practices, including those that are 
recognized as current “best practice”, which member bodies may wish to adopt. 

IEPs promote discussion or debate on education and development issues affecting the 
accountancy profession, present findings, or describe situations of interest relating to 
education and development issues affecting the accountancy profession.  IEPs may raise 
discussion within the accountancy profession to a level whereby issues may be progressed or 
eventually resolved.  As such, the Papers may explain, examine, analyze, or otherwise 
critically assess education issues and practices.  The aim of such Papers is to provoke 
consideration of the issues and to encourage comment and feedback so that the issues can be 
advanced.  In this way, they may be useful for exposing views, approaches and methods that 
are in the early stages of development and thus may be useful forerunners to IESs and IEGs.  
Alternatively, the Papers may be simply descriptive in nature.  In this function, they aim to 
promote awareness of, and to transfer knowledge and information on, education and 
development issues or practices relating to the accountancy profession. 

There are benefits and risks of releasing the document as either an IEG or an IEP, and the 
working group seeks the Committee’s guidance and opinion on this matter. 

 

Material Presented 
Agenda Item 4-A  Proposed draft, “Assessment Methods” 

 
Agenda Item 4-B Summary of Assessment Web Links 

 

Action Requested 
The Education Committee is asked to review the proposed exposure draft and: 

1. provide comments to the Task Force prior to finalization of the document 
2. agree if the document should be issued as an exposure draft of an International 

Education Guideline, or issued as an International Education Paper.  


