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Distinguished guests and dearest colleagues, thank you for the privilege of speaking to you today. This is a great occasion for the Polish accountancy profession: the 100th Anniversary of the Accountants Association in Poland (AAP). 
Today’s celebration of this institution’s centenary of life is an extremely significant event. It is a relevant occasion, especially if you consider all that’s happened in the history of the country where this institution has operated during these years. 

Throughout its history as a nation, Poland was a country that understood the difficulties but also how to overcome the challenges. Poland has always fought to preserve its identity and its culture. You have always succeeded in that.

It is a nation that during the Second World War was severely punished. Warsaw was almost totally destroyed. But it has been completely rebuilt since then. Poland re-won and strengthened its vitality. The citizens knew how to preserve their traditions, their history and their past, and therefore, they managed to build a strong present and future.

I believe that Poland offers a brilliant example of how to face hard times and adapt to new environments, difficulties and changes. 

I believe that Poland is a country that learned how to preserve their unity through faith and through their family bonds. You have learned what collaboration really means. 

It is a country that has given the world great thinkers, scientists, artists and leaders. It is the country of Fryderyk Chopin, Nicholas Copernicus, Marie Curie, and Lech Walesa. It is a country that has given us an extraordinary Pope. Through him I have also learned to care deeply for Poland. He keeps on saying to us: “Do not be afraid.” In any order of life, least of all regarding the challenges that the professional life sets before us today, the challenges are there to be overcome.

Your history and your achievements are indeed an inspiration, particularly for those nations that are still struggling to put in place a strong and viable accountancy profession.

As the AAP celebrates its centenary, my expectations are that this centenary will mark a new century of leadership for AAP as it undertakes new endeavors to meet the public interest. This highly regarded institution has played and continues playing an essential role in the economic growth and development of this country. It provides, as true institutions should, an incentive to build a productive community environment. 

IFAC, too, is celebrating an anniversary this year: our 30th. This is a significant milestone for the global profession, marking the progress the profession has achieved in numerous areas. The progress that IFAC and our profession have been able to achieve was made possible through the work of IFAC’s 155 members and associates, including organizations like AAP.

The AAP has been a leader and trailblazer in the development of the profession in Poland. For this, I offer you my thanks and praise. 
Clearly, the Polish profession is one that is involved nationally and internationally. At the national level, professional accountants participated in the economic liberalization of Poland, assisting in the privatization of businesses. These same businesses are the engines that continue to fuel economic growth in Poland today.
At an international level, the Polish accountancy profession has taken an active role in developing the profession, promoting high standards, and ensuring that professional accountants have the necessary knowledge and skills to perform competently and well.

In particular, I would like to congratulate you for your work in three critical areas:
· Your work in making IFAC and the International Accounting Standards Board (IASB) pronouncements accessible to accountants in your country. Your commitment to translating International Standards on Auditing and other pronouncements of the International Auditing and Assurance Standards Board (IAASB), as well as the International Financial Reporting Standards issued by the IASB, is a vital step on the road to convergence and one that will, I truly believe, contribute to building esteem for the profession in Poland and ease your ability to work across borders.
· Secondly, your decision to place a great emphasis on ethics. By basing your Ethics Code on IFAC’s Code of Ethics for Professional Accountants, you have laid a solid foundation for the profession in Poland.

· Thirdly, your work in developing education and training courses for professional accountants, widely recognized by the market in Poland for their excellence, has filled a need that is critical to sustaining the profession. Without appropriate education and training, we will not have qualified accountants who are capable of meeting the challenges of today and tomorrow. Your commitment to education has contributed and will continue to contribute to strengthening the profession in Poland, as well as the entities and businesses that rely on accountants. 
As you look to the future, I urge you to actively participate in the international standard-setting process and specifically in its due process by commenting on proposed standards and guidance. Considering your active role in education, I particularly encourage you to participate in the activity of the International Accounting Education Standards Board.

I was pleased to see that the AAP has created a Research Council that has as one of its main objectives to carry out scientific research in order to achieve progress in accountancy and related areas, and also to intervene in other activities related to education and technical publications. This initiative is to be applauded. 

It is correct that the accountancy standards are issued by bodies where all the interested parties can participate. IFAC clearly supports this and we consider that the IASB is doing an excellent job setting accounting standards. But this does not mean that the accountancy profession distances itself from the accountancy matters. On the contrary, it is fundamental that the professional accountancy organizations work intensely on accountancy matters, especially regarding the technical or scientific research. At the end of the day, professional accountants are the true accounting experts.
The relationship between the professional organizations and the academic community is also very important. The future of the accounting discipline relies hugely on research. This technical work, of course, must be then channeled properly to the standard-setting task, following the appropriate due process. That is why I believe that accounting research activities should be recognized and promoted within our member bodies, and we should also think to replicate this kind of activity on a global level in IFAC.

A strong and global technical voice on accounting matters would be a vital element in the development of the accountancy profession. That is why I congratulate you for your initiative and encourage you to continue promoting and supporting accounting research and, why not, help us to think how we can best work on this subject at an international level.
I would like to applaud you also for your pioneering work in the area of technology, particularly your work in establishing the Polish XBRL jurisdiction – the first in the new EU countries. This demonstrates your leadership and places the profession in Poland at the forefront of changes that will enhance its efficiency and effectiveness.
I would also like to thank you for your participation in the IFAC Member Body Compliance Program, a program that is vital to sustaining the profession and to supporting it in carrying out its responsibility to contribute to economic growth and development. Your participation sends a loud and clear message that you are committed to transparency, accountability and quality. We well recognize that you are moving up the path of convergence as a result of the translations of IFAC and IASB documents, and the integration of the IFAC Code of Ethics into your code and that of the National Chamber of Statutory Auditors. 
We also well recognize that to sufficiently protect the public interest, further developments are necessary. I would like to encourage the Polish profession to promote the full adoption of  the IAASB’s standards, anticipating  and accompanying what is likely will happen in this field as a consequence of the implementation of the EU 8th Directive. IFAC will stand by you and support you through this process.
These are certainly pivotal years for Poland. I believe that investment capital – and subsequently greater economic growth and faster development– will come more readily to Poland if you continue to move ahead with reforms to improve the business climate, strengthen the accountancy profession and promote effective government. These are lofty but achievable goals and IFAC is committed to assisting the profession in whatever way possible.

This leads me to my next point: The importance of collaboration. And I am speaking about collaboration at a variety of levels. Between the AAP and IFAC. Between the AAP and the National Chamber of Statutory Auditors. Between the AAP and IFAC associates and members. And between the AAP and your other stakeholders, including government and investors. It is only by working together that you can best leverage resources and develop programs and policies that are both responsive and proactive.

Allow me to take a minute to talk about collaboration with IFAC. Collaboration is what has enabled us all to get here today, to develop a strong voice and to have that voice heard. 
One of the fundamental ways in which member bodies collaborate with IFAC is through promotion of international standards, like the AAP has done here in Poland. One of IFAC’s most important goals is to be recognized as the international standard setter in the areas of auditing and assurance, ethics, education, and public sector accounting. IFAC has independent standard-setting boards that establish standards in each of these areas under their own authority. However, the true value of these standards is only realized when professional accountants actually use them, and this is achieved by national professional accountancy bodies such as yours, implementing these standards in their respective countries.

The potential of our profession will be greater if we align efforts and resources to achieve synergy and efficiency, with and among member bodies in areas of common interest. Plain and simple, we are in this together. And together, we are stronger and more effective than our individual parts.

An important aim of IFAC is to continue promoting and facilitating the collaboration between member bodies in projects where it is merited, using IFAC as the vehicle to make global projects viable and effectively add value. Just as collaboration has defined our success in the past, it will define our success in the future. There is still room for new forms of collaboration, especially with and among member bodies. Many of the initiatives included in our strategic plan are responses to the common needs of our member bodies. 
Our objective should be to collaborate, avoid duplication of efforts and achieve a common set of services or products that have the authority international consensus assures. We have made some progress in this area. For example, over the past year we developed the IFAC KnowledgeNet with the support of member bodies. This is a global search engine customized to meet the needs of professional accountants and featuring access to information and other resources from member bodies around the world.
In addition, we have produced publications collaboratively with member bodies, for example, the Developing Nations Toolkit. The kit includes case studies from IFAC member bodies on their experiences in implementing International Financial Reporting Standards, which may be of assistance to other member bodies as they work toward adoption of international standards.

One way through which IFAC keeps you informed, and does so in a collaborative way, is through the monthly electronic IFAC Global Digest, which features news items submitted by IFAC members and selected from their websites as well as those of relevant international organizations. Through activities like this, we can promote greater understanding of common issues and continue to share our knowledge and resources.

Another important way that IFAC and its members are collaborating is through events like this anniversary and the IFAC 30th Anniversary celebration this year. To draw the world’s attention to the global profession’s accomplishments and its expanding role, IFAC and its members are hosting a number of events throughout 2007, organized around the theme of “Thirty Years of Progress.” The centerpiece of the anniversary celebrations will be the World Accountancy Week, which will be held the first week of December. A number of special events and anniversary publications are planned, and IFAC is inviting as much member body participation as possible.
I believe that there are many opportunities ahead of us in which we can continue to collaborate both to strengthen the profession, communicate our messages, and to more effectively serve the public interest. 
A very concrete one is the meeting we are going to have with the presidents and chief executives from eight of our member bodies in this region, including Poland, right after this Congress. There, we will have the opportunity to discuss issues relevant to these countries, about the challenges in adoption, implementation and enforcement of international standards, as well as about the applicability of international standards to small and medium entities, the impact of the EU 8th Directive on the regulation of the profession, and the drivers for the sustainability of the profession. 
I am sure that we will identify common challenges, and that we will be able to find common answers and design joint projects that will allow us to meet these challenges in the most efficient way possible. It will also mean finding viable actions that couldn’t be implemented by each country alone, but instead, would become achievable through a joint initiative. This is collaboration. This is taking advantage of belonging to a global and organized profession and having one common guiding vision.
I urge you all here in Poland to keep an open mind about the possibilities for collaboration. 
Finally, let me share with you what I believe is a personal challenge for all of us. That is the challenge to lead by example, to live our values of integrity, transparency, and expertise. These values, which IFAC and its member bodies are committed to and which are embraced in IFAC’s Code of Ethics, should be indeed at the core of all that we do. 
It is easy to say: let’s lead by example. But, you know very well that accomplishments are hard to achieve. Leading by example means lighting the way. But you also know very well that to give light, you have to let yourself be enlightened. I know that here in Poland, you, my colleagues, share these values which burn true in your heart. And for this, I commend you.
I am convinced that the profession in Poland has an important role in the fulfillment of this mission of living our values in our daily work.
Dear friends, please accept my most sincere congratulations on your 100th birthday celebration. You are now part of an elite group of organizations that have reached this significant milestone and that demonstrates to the world the strength and vibrancy of the accountancy profession.  I would also like to thank you for your 18 years of participation in IFAC, and I look forward to our continued collaboration and cooperation in the years ahead.
Thank you very much for your attention. 
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