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Meeting: International Accounting Education Standards Board  

Meeting Location: 
IFAC Headquarters, New York, USA 

Meeting Date: October 24-26, 2018 

SUBJECT: Professional Skepticism Implementation Support Material 
(10/18) 

 

INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 

1. The objective of this paper is to update the IAESB (“the Board”) on the activities of the IAESB 

Professional Skepticism Taskforce relating to developing Implementation Support Material 

(PSTF) since the last Board meeting in July 2018.   

2. Current members of this PSTF Taskforce are: 

 Dave Simko (Chair)  

 Sue Flis (Secretary)  

 Bruce Behn  

 Keryn Chalmers  

 Elizabeth Gammie  

 David McPeak  
 

3. The PSTF has determined that an additional publication is needed to better explain how the 

IESs support the development of a questioning mindset in professional accountants.  We 

propose to focus on a questioning mindset as a concept that clearly applies to all professional 

accounts accountants and avoid the discussion that is still underway by the IESBA onindicating 

that the application of professional skepticism is applicable to all professional accountants since 

the. IESBA has recently decided to use the term professional skepticism only in the audit and 

assurance context. 

DISCUSSION 

4. Given IFAC’s initiative to move to a new model for accounting education that is planned to come 

into effect as of July 2019, the PSTF does not believe that sufficient time exists to develop a full 

implementation paper.  As a result, the PSTF is proposing to issue a personal perspective article 

from Dave Simko that will demonstrate how the IESs support one’s ability to be skeptical and 

apply a questioning mindset.   

5. The planned personal perspective would highlight how the learning outcomes in IES 2, 3, and 4 

provide the foundation for a professional accountant to be skeptical.  The planned personal 

perspective would highlight the importance of having knowledge of the relevant subject matter, 

an understanding the environment of an entity, appropriate communication skills, including an 

awareness of one’s bias, and a commitment to relevant ethics and values. 
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PROPOSED WAY FORWARD 

6. The Taskforce will consider the CAG and Board members’ advice and suggestions and prepare 

a draft version of the Personal Perspectives article for discussion at its April 2019 meeting. 

Requested Action: 
 
1. Does the Board agree that a personal perspective article would 

help to demonstrate how the IESs support one’s ability to be 
skeptical and apply a questioning mindset?  If not, why? 

 


