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Committee: International Accounting Education Standards Board (IAESB) 

Meeting Location: IFAC Headquarters, New York, USA  

Meeting Date: October 24 - 26, 2018 

SUBJECT: Public Sector Accounting, Reporting, & Assurance – 
Issues Paper (10/18) 

 

INTRODUCTION 

1. The objective of this paper is to: 

 Update the IAESB on the activities of the Public Sector task force in the 

preparation of non-authoritative implementation support guidance on the 

preparation of a public sector curriculum.  

BACKGROUND  

2. Focus on identification of gaps between private and public sectors was as 

complete as possible without undertaking extensive external consultation, and 

has already included input from leading authorities INTOSAI and AFROSAI.  

3. As such the taskforce set about creating non-authoritative implementation 

guidance that could be used to guide curriculum setters looking to create 

learning outcomes for a public sector accountancy qualification. 

  
4. The non-authoritative implementation guidance is intended for use alongside 

existing guidance on using learning outcomes, together with the existing IESs. 

It comprises three sections, the last of which is partially complete at this stage: 

 

 A statement on how to use the implementation support materials.  

 

 Fundamental concepts that distinguish public sector from private sector 

(including definitions as needed to make user friendly). 

 

 The proposed draft of the Implementation Support Material (See Agenda 

Item 11-2) is set out highlighting the following: 

 
- The existing learning outcomes which are equally applicable to the 

public sector.  

- The gaps that would exist in a public sector qualification, and why 

- Guidance on how the curriculum may be adapted to fill these gaps 
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The draft submitted has been circulated to the Public sector task force for 
comment and input and the approach to the guidance has been endorsed.  

 
DISCUSSION 
5. The Public Sector task force believes that the approach being taken is the best 

way forward at this stage. Given the limited time available to the Board, it is not 

possible to produce a full set of learning outcomes but the need for guidance is 

crucial and these materials fill the gap in providing guidance to public sector 

curriculum setters.   

 
6. The Public Sector task force would like to know whether the Board endorses 

this approach by answering the following questions.  

 

 
 
WAY FORWARD 

7. The taskforce will continue its work to complete the non-authoritative guidance 

(taking Board members’ feedback into consideration) and include all the 

competence areas and accompanying learning outcomes described in IES 2,  

Table A Learning Outcomes for Technical Competence, with a view to bringing 

the final version to the Board in April for sign off before publication.   

 
8. On completion of this work, the the task force will also prepare transition 

material for the new IPDP/B and a draft of this material will also be presented 

to the Board at its April 2019 meeting.   

 

Requested Action: 
 
1. Does the Board agree with the proposed approach of developing non-

authoritative guidance in the form of Implementation Support Material? 
 
2. In addition to completing the proposed draft of the Implementation 

Support Material (See Agenda Item 11-2), is there anything else that 
should be covered in the implementation support material? 

 


