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Do We Want to be More Like a Vocation 
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What is a learned profession?
(Public Responsibilities of the Learned Professions, J.W. Wade, Louisiana Law Review, December 1960)

• Prolonged training and education based on 
“intellectual technique”, licensed through 
standards established by professional 
organizations,

• Professional organizations set up code of 
ethics and advance their fields,

• Members are dedicated to a spirit of public 
service, to their clientele, profession, and 
general public.
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What are the Current Learned 
Professions?

• Medicine
• Law
• Theology 

and some say
• Architecture and Engineering
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Why not the Accounting Profession 
(broadly defined) as a Learned Profession?

Build a learned 
profession for the 
future by purposeful 
integration of 
accounting research, 
education, and practice 
for students, accounting 
practitioners and 
educators.  
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RESEARCH

TEACHING PRACTICE



The SCImago Journal & Country Rank

The SCImago Journal & Country Rank is a publicly available portal that 
includes the journals and country scientific indicators developed from 
the information contained in the Scopus® database (Elsevier B.V.). 
These indicators can be used to assess and analyze scientific domains. 
Journals can be compared or analysed separately. Country rankings 
may also be compared or analysed separately. Journals can be grouped 
by subject area (27 major thematic areas), subject category (313 
specific subject categories) or by country. Citation data is drawn from 
over 21,500 titles from more than 5,000 international publishers and 
country performance metrics from 239 countries worldwide. 

This platform takes its name from the SCImago Journal Rank (SJR) 
indicator (PDF), developed by SCImago from the widely known 
algorithm Google PageRank™. This indicator shows the visibility of the 
journals contained in the Scopus® database from 1996.
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http://www.scopus.com/
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http://www.scimagojr.com/
2014

Rank Title SJR
1 Ca-A Cancer Journal for Clinicians 37.384
2 Reviews of Modern Physics 29.826
3 Annual Review of Immunology 28.577
4 Nature Reviews Molecular Cell Biology 24.294
5 Nature Reviews Genetics 23.991
6 Cell 23.588
7 Quarterly Journal of Economics 22.541
8 Nature Reviews Immunology 22.472
9 Nature Reviews Cancer 21.831

10 Annual Review of Astronomy and Astrophysics 21.109
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http://www.scimagojr.com/
2014

Rank Title SJR
1 Journal of Finance 17.138
2 Academy of Management Annals 13.23
3 Academy of Management Review 11.91
4 Review of Financial Studies 10.726
5 Journal of Financial Economics 10.116
6 Academy of Management Journal 9.398
7 Organization Science 8.098
8 Journal of Marketing 7.332
9 Journal of Management 7.232

10 Journal of Operations Management 6.599
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The Sciences and Social Sciences 2004
http://www.eigenfactor.org/projects/mappingScience/

(Next 6 slides from this source)
• Orange circles represent fields, with larger, darker circles indicating 

larger field size as measured by Eigenfactor® score. Blue arrows 
represent citation flow between fields. An arrow from field A to 
field B indicates citation traffic from A to B, with larger, darker 
arrows indicating higher citation volume.

• The map was created using our information flow method for 
mapping large networks. Using data from Thomson-Reuters 2004 
Journal Citation Reports (JCR), we partitioned 6,128 journals 
connected by 6,434,916 citations into 88 modules. For visual 
simplicity, we show only the most important links, namely those 
that a random surfer traverses at least once in 5000 steps, and the 
modules that are connected by these links. You can make your own 
maps by going to mapequation.org.
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http://www.eigenfactor.org/projects/mappingScience/methods.php
http://www.mapequation.org/
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The Social Sciences 2004
http://www.eigenfactor.org/projects/mappingScience/

This map of the social sciences was created 
using the same methods describe above on the 
set of social science journals listed in the Journal 
Citation Reports. This figure was originally 
published in Rosvall and Bergstrom (2008): PNAS 
105:1118-1123
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http://www.pnas.org/content/105/4/1118.abstract
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SSRN (CEO,Greg Gordon, 2013) 



Learned Profession

Why is this important?

1. Market for Future Talent (not just with other 
Learned Professions, but also within our 
business schools)

2. Potential for External Funding for College of 
Businesses to Avoid University Resource 
Reallocations
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Charles Lee, Stanford University
AAA 2015 Presidential Scholar Address

”We are in a battle for talent and the only way we are going to 
compete for that talent with the other learned professions is to 
become a learned profession ourselves.  Quoting Lee, “In thinking 
about Building Bridges to the Future, I have to say I think the Pathways 
Commission got it right. Accountants in the academy and in practice 
(broadly defined) have a lot in common. We are all part of the same 
‘learned profession.’ We have a shared future, a joint reputation, and 
a common cause, which is to win a highly competitive war for 
talent. The profession that attracts, trains, and retains the best talent 
will be the one that succeeds over the next 100 years. And through a 
purposeful integration of research, education, and practice, we can 
win this war.”
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Besides other Learned Professions, where are our 
potential accounting students going?   

• Information Scientist
• Business Analytics
• Supply Chain Management
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Information scientist:
job description

Information scientists are responsible for 
managing the acquisition, supply and 
distribution of information within an 
organization or section of an organization and 
for making that information accessible to users.

US Department of Labor – Bureau of Labor 
Statistics (salary $110,620, number of jobs 
25,600 and 11% forecasted growth rate)
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The Rise in Business-Analytics 
Degrees (Huffington Post, 2013)

• So, who are the people who analyze all of this data? They 
are business analysts, one of the fastest-growing jobs of 
2013. You can find them at a variety of organizations, 
including Fortune 100 companies, small businesses, 
universities, nonprofits and government organizations.

• The role of a business analyst is to aggregate data to 
figure out how his or her organization can leverage the 
data to operate more efficiently and effectively. The 
Harvard Business Review calls the position of business 
analyst or data scientist the “sexiest job of the 21st 
century.” Business-analyst jobs are predicted to increase by 
22 percent by 2020, according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. 
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http://hbr.org/2012/10/data-scientist-the-sexiest-job-of-the-21st-century/ar/3


Externally Funded Research
Recent Provost Statement

Why can’t business schools obtain 
external research funding for its 
research, is it not valued by the 

marketplace?
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Typical College of Business Statement

We are a relatively minor contributor to our 
university’s overall federal and total external 

research expenditures.  While business school 
will continue to seek external funding to the 

extent possible, the immediate horizon is not 
positive. 
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Recent Dean Statement

The message from the provost is unless we pay 
for graduate tuition waivers ourselves, we are 
not likely to grow our number of tuition waivers 
(or perhaps even hold on to the number that we 
currently have) unless we are able to show 
resulting increases in federal research.
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Why is this an issue?

• More and more faculty lines could move to 
colleges and departments that can generate 
externally funded research.

• More and more internal resources, such as 
Graduate Tuition Waivers, could be allocated 
to programs that can generate externally 
funded research.
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Research and Impact Emphasis

In the UK impact is used as an underlying agenda 
for funding of the research. 

In the UK’s research assessment environment, 
impact is defined as an effect on, change or benefit 
to the economy, society, public policy, the 
environment etc., beyond academia. It excludes the 
advancement of knowledge within academia – it is 
all about the effects, changes or benefits beyond 
academia. (Wim Van der Stede, 2015)
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AACSB Research Impact
Standard #2

Outcomes of intellectual contributions are 
indicated by their impact or influence on the 
theory, practice, and teaching of business and 
management rather than just by the number of 
articles published or documents produced. 
Schools should make their expectations 
regarding the impact of intellectual 
contributions clear and publicly transparent.
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Current Issues In Auditing

”To promote timely, widespread dissemination 
of ideas to the academic and practice 
communities, the journal is published online 
and is free to all interested parties.  Current 
Issues in Auditing is devoted to advancing the 
dialogue between academics and practitioners 
on current issues facing the auditing practice 
community…”
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KUDOS – Greater Research Impact

What is Kudos?

Kudos is new web-based service that helps 
researchers and their institutions and funders to 
maximize the visibility and impact of their published 
articles. Kudos provides a platform for assembling 
and creating information to help search filtering, for 
sharing information to drive discovery, and for 
measuring and monitoring the effect of these 
activities. 
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GrowKudos
(Judy Luther, @Informed Strategies)
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Benjamin Haimowitz
Hurley & Haimowitz Public Relations

AMERICAN ACCOUNTING ASSOCIATION
http://aaahq.org
CONTACT: Ben Haimowitz (718-398-7642)

Despised though they are, severance payouts to 
CEOs help prevent opportunistic management, 
study finds….

Collaborating on the paper were Xia Chen and 
Qiang Chen of Singapore Management University, 
Alvis K. Lo of Boston College, and Xin Wang of the 
University of Hong Kong. 
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Accounting Research Impact:
So what can we do about this?

• Cite our own work more
• More cross-functional research
• More interdisciplinary research
• More replications
• Digital Object Identifier (DOI) Changes
• Faster review process, time to market
• Increase the number of high quality journals
• Increase interactions with practice

• Accountin



Time as a Trade Barrier 
David L. Hummels and Georg Schaur
(American Economic Review, 2013)

Hummels, David. 2007. “Transportation Costs and International Trade in the Second Era of Globaliza-
tion.” Journal of Economic Perspectives 21 (3): 131–54. 

Hummels, David, and Peter J. Klenow. 2005. “The Variety and Quality of a Nation’s Exports.” Ameri-can 
Economic Review 95 (3): 704–23. 

Hummels, David, Volodymyr Lugovskyy, and Alexandre Skiba. 2009. “The Trade Reducing Effects of 
Market Power in International Shipping.” Journal of Development Economics 89 (1): 84–97. 

Hummels, David L., and Georg Schaur. 2010. “Hedging Price Volatility Using Fast Transport.” Journal of 
International Economics 82 (1): 15–25. 

Hummels, David L., and Georg Schaur. 2013. “Time as a Trade Barrier: Dataset.” American Economic 
Review. http://dx.doi.org/10.1257/aer.103.7.2935.

Hummels, David, and Alexandre Skiba. 2004. “Shipping the Good Apples Out? An Empirical Confir-
mation of the Alchian-Allen Conjecture.” Journal of Political Economy 112 (6): 1384–1402. 
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Accounting Research Impact

Don’t be afraid to cite our own 
work!



Cross-Functional Research

Wharton Customer Analytics Initiatives (Chris 
Ittner) http://wcai.wharton.upenn.edu/corporate-
partnerships/partnerships-with-wcai/

(from Website)
Why Partner with WCAI? If academics are not 
interested in your problem, no amount of love or 
money will persuade them to work on it—but if 
they are interested, no one will pursue a solution as 
passionately or rigorously as a research scholar.
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Interdisciplinary Research

The Bredesen Center for Interdisciplinary 
Research and Graduate Education unites 
extensive and complementary resources at the 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville (UT) and Oak 
Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL) to advance 
science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics research related to energy.
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http://utk.edu/
http://www.ornl.gov/


Replications and Non-results
Example, BRIA

A Call for Research Notes Replications and Non-Significant Result Studies 
Research Notes Behavioral Research in Accounting will add “Research Notes” 
in order to publish two specific types of studies with the purpose of 
improving our science. We hope to inform the literature, which is often 
biased against publishing these types of studies, and to aid researchers 
working in the field of behavioral accounting.

Replication Studies Manuscripts reporting on replications should clearly 
identify the study or studies being replicated. The manuscript should highlight 
any differences from the prior work (e.g., measurements, manipulations, 
participants, etc.) and how these differences inform the literature (e.g., 
validity/robustness of construct). The purpose of such a study is to 
demonstrate the robustness and inferential value of prior findings by 
incorporating a broader use of the scientific method in our field. 
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Replications
(Example, Journal of Financial Reporting)

Replications include a partial or comprehensive 
repeat of an experiment that sustains as many 
conditions as possible but uses a different sample. 
The sample employed in the replication should be 
at least as “strong”as the original sample.  JFR also 
uses the term “Replication”to describe an archival 
empirical analysis that primarily performs the same 
analysis as an existing study but adds, for example, 
another control variable or additional sensitivity 
analysis, or uses a slightly different sample. 
Replications are expected to be short.
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Nature Editorial - Go forth and replicate!
August 24,  2016

• To make replication studies more useful, researchers must 
make more of them, funders must encourage them and 
journals must publish them.

• To foster better behaviour, replication attempts must 
become more common. We urge researchers to open their 
file drawers. We urge authors to cooperate with reasonable 
requests for primary data, to assume good intent and to 
write papers — and keep records — assuming that others 
will want to replicate their work. We urge funders and 
publishers to support tools that help researchers to thread 
the literature together. We welcome, and will be glad to 
help disseminate, results that explore the validity of key 
publications, including our own.
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DOI and What is Possibly Coming Next
(Digital Object Identifier)

JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL ACCOUNTING RESEARCH 
American Accounting Association

Vol. 12, No. 2 DOI: 10.2308/jiar-50439
2013

pp. 27–50
Classification Shifting in an International
Setting: Investor Protection and Financial

Analysts Monitoring
Bruce Behn, Giorgio Gotti, Don Herrmann, and Tony Kang
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ORCID ID

• Our mission
• ORCID provides an identifier for individuals to use 

with their name as they engage in research, 
scholarship, and innovation activities. We provide 
open tools that enable transparent and 
trustworthy connections between researchers, 
their contributions, and affiliations. We provide 
this service to help people find information and 
to simplify reporting and analysis.
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Faster review process, 
time to market

Nature makes decisions about submitted papers 
as rapidly as possible. All manuscripts are 
handled electronically throughout the 
consideration process. Authors are usually 
informed within a week if the paper is not 
being considered. Most referees honor their 
prior agreement with Nature to deliver a report 
within seven days or other agreed time limit, 
and send their reports online.
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Faster review process, 
time to market

Law School Model (Speed and Quality of Reviews used as Strategic 
Advantage)

A typical submission is sent to 50-60 law reviews,

The journal might have a 3-day review process or a 2-week review process, 
which can affect when offers are made and how competing offers are 
processed.

As authors receive decisions, they generally alert other journals they would 
consider (or prefer) an alternative publication offer from. These “expedited 
decision requests” are a form of communication between authors and 
journals which some journals respond to quickly, some respond to in a 
moderated fashion, and other journals pointedly ignore.

(Law Review Article Submissions Insights, 2016)
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Accounting Journals – getting better

Journal of Accounting Research – 2014 from 
website
http://research.chicagobooth.edu/arc/journal-of-
accounting-research/statistics
Mean 57 days from submission to decision

The Accounting Review (2014), 
http://aaapubs.org/doi/full/10.2308/accr-10410
Mean 94 days from submission to decision
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Increasing the Number of High Quality Journals: 
Emerging Sources Citation Index

Web of Science
As a new index in the Web of Science™ Core 
Collection, Emerging Sources Citation Index (ESCI) 
expands the citation universe and reflects the 
growing global body of science and scholarly 
activity. ESCI complements the highly selective 
indexes by providing earlier visibility for sources 
under evaluation as part of SCIE, SSCI, and AHCI’s 
rigorous journal selection process. Inclusion in ESCI 
provides greater discoverability which leads to 
measurable citations and more transparency in the 
selection process.
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AAA journals just added recently

• JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL ACCOUNTING 
RESEARCH

• JOURNAL OF MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTING 
RESEARCH

• JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN TAXATION 
ASSOCIATION

• BEHAVIORAL RESEARCH IN ACCOUNTING
• ISSUES IN ACCOUNTING EDUCATION
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Increasing Interactions in Practice

• Medicine – all practitioners and academics 
belong to the same associations

• American Chemical Society, 157,000 
members, 30,000 of which are academics, of 
which 50% are working in industry (from conversations 
with organizations CEO) 

• Accounting – separate organizations for 
practitioners (AICPA) and academics (AAA)
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Perception

Reality

http://thepathwayscommission.org

Pathways Commission Vision 
Model for Accounting
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